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Egypt is a predominantly Muslim country and thus many of the cultural practices practiced there are aligned with Islamic laws. In his excerpt on history of Egyptians, Herodotus has shed light on some religious beliefs that continue to form a fundamental aspect of an Egyptian society. Herodotus points out that the pig is counted among the unclean animals that if an individual happens to touch them accidentally, he or she is required to hurry to the river and plunge in with all his clothes on. The swineherds are usually not allowed to enter the Egyptian temples and people fear giving their daughters in marriage to them as such, they are forced to marry among themselves. Bacchus, and the Moon are the only gods that get to be offered a swine as sacrificial offering during full moon (George). Those who cannot afford a live pig, bake or mould a pig using dough and offers it as sacrifice. For Bacchus, besides the absence of choral dances among Egyptians, the festival of offering pig sacrifice usually resembles that of Greece as asserted by Herodotus.
Egypt has always been known as epic center of world civilization and it is without a doubt that the Greeks borrowed a lot of things from them thus becoming the fathers of modern civilization. As such, whatever Herodotus is stating in his excerpt is very much correct. After the Greeks, the Byzantines occupied but they would later be invaded and conquered by the Islamic Empire. The rise of the Islamic Empire turned Egypt into an Islamic country ruled by the Islamic laws and if there was an animal that was detested by this religion was the pig and thus why there were many rules concerning it. One aspect that might seem bias on Herodotus part is that he seems to imply that Greece was already civilized before they advanced to Egypt but that is not correct for instance on the issue of religion. The Greeks were already gone when Islam came to Egypt and a new way of life adopted. As such, this throws out any resembles that Herodotus tries to bring to show resemblance of custom between the two countries.
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